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July 13, 2026

The Honorable Bernie Sanders
Ranking Member, Committee on
Health, Education, Labor & Pensions
U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Bill Cassidy

Chair, Committee on Health, Education
Labor & Pensions

U.S. Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Cassidy and Senator Sanders:

I am writing on behalf of the Signatory Wall and Ceiling Contractors Alliance (SWACCA) to
offer our support for the nomination of Keith Sonderling to serve as Secretary of Labor.

SWACCA is a national trade association representing approximately 400 signatory wall
and ceiling construction employers that perform commercial framing, drywall, and interior
systems work on many of the largest construction projects across the nation. Our members
employ thousands of carpenters, drywall finishers, plasterers, and other skilled building
trades professionals throughout the United States.

To defend the interest of our members, SWACCA is actively engaged in a range of federal
public policy issues. Many of these issues fall under the jurisdiction of the Labor
Department, including issues impacting federal prevailing wage, registered apprenticeship,
misclassification of construction workers as independent contractors, and workplace health
and safety.

Throughout his tenure as Deputy Secretary, Mr. Sonderling has been the principal point of
contact for substantive engagement on significant policy matters while the previous
Secretary travelled across the fifty states. Since becoming Acting Secretary, Mr.
Sonderling has continued to ensure the Department remains accessible so that
stakeholders can be heard at DOL. While we do not always agree with his position on
issues, we have found Mr. Sonderling to be informed and open to hearing a range of
views. We believe that as Secretary Mr. Sonderling will continue to be accessible to
stakeholders and willing to engage in substantive discussion of important matters. He has
a comprehensive understanding of the Department’s mission and has effectively been
handling the day-to-day operations of the Department for many months. We look forward to
working with him.

SWACCA appreciates your consideration of our views and respectfully urges the
Committee to favorably report the nomination of Mr. Sonderling to the full Senate.

Sincerely,

Shawn Burnam
President
Signatory Wall and Ceiling Contractors Alliance
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